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Wellsprings School Vision statement  

At Wellsprings Primary, we inspire creativity, high achievement and enjoyment.  

By expecting high standards of everyone at Wellsprings, we will make sure that:  

• Our school is a fun and exciting place to learn;  

• That we work hard on improving the ‘key skills’ for life;  

• We are confident doing things on our own and as part of a team;  

• We continue to be proud of being part of our school and celebrating success; 

• We are safe and feel cared for.  

  

We value:   We expect everyone to be:  

Working together  
The things we do out of school 

as well as in school  
Being unique- it’s good being 

me!  

Trusting one another  

  

Expecting the best- of 

ourselves and others  

Polite  

  

Gentle  

  

  

  
Truthful  

  

Co-operative  

  

Kind  

 
Rationale 
At Wellsprings the teaching and learning of humanities encourages pupils to establish links between 
national curriculum subjects: the humanities subjects are geography, history, religious education 
and citizenship. The fundamental aim of the study of humanities is to help our pupils develop an 
understanding of their lives and the world in which they live. This is achieved through the study of 
individuals, societies, cultures and the environment.  
 
At Wellsprings the learning of humanities promotes:  
1) An understanding of the causes and consequences of change through physical and human actions 
and processes.  
2) Knowledge and understanding of people, cultures and events in a variety of places and at 
different times  
3) Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development  
4) A desire to be proactive local and global citizens  
5) Communication skills – skills in questioning, formulating opinions and arguments, making 
judgments and carrying out investigations. 
 
The aims and objectives outlined above contribute to the curriculum aims set out in the National 
Curriculum, 2014. The aim of the curriculum is to help all children become:  
• Successful learners who enjoy learning, making progress and achieving. 
• Confident individuals who are able to live safe, healthy and fulfilling lives.  
• Responsible citizens who make a positive contribution to society.  
 
 



 

 

 

 

Teaching and learning 
Strategies:  
At Wellsprings the whole curriculum (all statutory and non-statutory subjects) is taught using a 
cross-curricular approach. Thematic topics provide the basis for making meaningful links between 
the humanities subjects, and whenever appropriate these subjects are taught separately. To 
enhance the learning experience of our pupils, our humanities curriculum acknowledges and 
incorporates different styles of learning. The knowledge, skills and understanding gained through 
the humanities curriculum is acquired through a variety of experiences.  
These include:  

 Educational trips (e.g. museums)  

 Field studies during residential trips  

 Drama and role play  

 The use of primary sources of information (e.g. artefacts, photographs, maps and visitors)  

 Story telling  

 Practical enquiry and research  

 Philosophical discussions and debates (P4C)  

 Individual and group presentations  

 The use of ICT  

 Creative activities such as model making and painting 
  
Planning:  
Each Key Stage work on a two year rolling programme this ensures that topics are not repeated by 
any year throughout the school. The long-term planning informs which topics will be covered each 
term by each Key Phase; this provides teachers with an outline/ framework for planning weekly 
topic lessons. The variety of topics taught in KS1 and KS2 provide our pupils with an opportunity to 
develop the knowledge and skills outlined in the National Curriculum’s programme of study.  
 
Contribution of Humanities to other areas of curriculum:  
English 
The use of drama, role play and historical stories provides an opportunity for pupils to develop 
various literacy skills. Our school library provides a vast source of non-fiction books. By encouraging 
our pupils to use non-fiction books to research information we are able to develop their reading 
skills and knowledge of non-fiction genres. As well as using non-fiction books, children are 
encouraged to conduct research using ICT.  The humanities curriculum enriches the study of the 
statutory subject English; it provides a stimulus for writing reports, explanatory texts, historical 
based recounts as well as group and whole class discussions.  
 
Mathematics 
The humanities curriculum encourages our pupils to use numbers and develop analytical skills e.g. 
using timelines, interpreting graphs, pie charts and population statistics. Our children also use 
mathematical skills to locate coordinates and plot key features on a map.  
 
Science 
Our humanities curriculum provides an opportunity to develop scientific knowledge and skills. For 
example in KS1 our pupils conduct an investigation of their local environment and in KS2 our pupils 



 

 

 

 

learn about the water cycle. The curriculum also provides an opportunity for pupils to learn about 
plants and animals that are found in various parts of the world (e.g. rainforests) and species that are 
known to have existed in historical times (e.g. dinosaurs).  
 
Computing 
The National Curriculum states “Pupils should be given opportunities to apply and develop their ICT 
capability through the use of ICT tools to support their learning in all subjects” (QCA, 2009). The 
humanities curriculum allows pupils to use CD-ROMS, the internet and other databases to research 
topics. ICT is also used to present work or information. This includes the use of digital cameras to 
take pictures and voice recorders to store information.  
 
PSHE 
At Wellsprings, the study of humanities is able to develop pupils’ self-confidence. This is due to the 
opportunities pupils have to express their personal views on religious, social and philosophical 
issues. The curriculum helps pupils to learn how society is made up people from different cultures 
and how to develop tolerance and respect for others. It develops an understanding of the 
interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and their environments. The humanities 
curriculum therefore promotes positive citizenship and community cohesion.  
 
Assessment:  
One of the important aspects of assessment is that it supports future planning and teaching of 
humanities. At Wellsprings assessment for learning (AFL) is integrated in all parts of the teaching 
and learning process. It is done on a day-to-day basis and provides teachers and pupils with 
knowledge of what has been learnt and how to overcome gaps in learning. AFL forms the basis for 
marking pupils work and giving feedback. Assessment of pupils also takes place at the end of each 
term. National curriculum level descriptors are used to assess the attainment of pupils in 
geography, history, citizenship and RE after the study of a thematic topic. At the end of KS1 pupils 
are expected to be working at level 2 and at the end of KS2 pupils are expected to be working at 
level 4. Pupils identified as gifted and talented are those who are working above these levels across 
the different key stages. Informal judgements are also made through pupil observations and 
questioning during lessons.  
 
Equal opportunities/ Inclusion:  
At Wellsprings our aim is to develop the potential of all our pupils. In order to achieve this, we 
ensure that all pupils are given the opportunity and necessary support they need to access the 
humanities curriculum, regardless of sex, race, religion and ability. The humanities curriculum is 
engaging and challenging for gifted and talented pupils. Whenever possible gifted and talented 
pupils are given opportunities to access learning experiences taught outside of the school based 
curriculum. These experiences enhance and further develop the key concepts and skills outlined in 
our school curriculum.  
 
Key Knowledge & Skills 
Geography:  

 Knowledge and understanding of places  
- Pupils develop their sense of identity through learning about their locality and the wider world.  



 

 

 

 

 Knowledge and understanding of patterns and processes  
- Pupils recognise and explain selected physical and human processes.  
 Knowledge and understanding of environmental relationships and issues  
- Pupils describe how people damage or improve the environment (sustainable development).  
 Develop geographical skills and vocabulary necessary to carry out effective geographical 

enquiry.  
 
History:  

 Knowledge and understanding of chronology 
- Pupils recognise that the past can be divided into periods of time eg Tudor, Victorian, etc.  
 Develop a range and depth of historical knowledge and understanding 
- Pupils develop factual knowledge of events, people and changes in the past.  
 Interpretations of history 
- Pupils identify with confidence some of the different ways in which the past is represented. 
 Develop historical enquiry skills 
- Pupils study evidence, ask questions and problem solve.  

 
Citizenship:  

 Knowledge and understanding of becoming informed citizens  
- Pupils develop an understanding of citizenship concepts e.g. rights and responsibilities and 
citizenship values eg honesty, tolerance and respect for others.  
 Develop communication and enquiry skills  
- Pupils learn to express their opinion as well as ask questions and respond to the views of 
others.  
 Develop skills of participation and responsible action  
- Pupils recognise how their actions affect themselves and others around them.  

 
Religious Education:  

 Learn about religion 
- Pupils recognise and explain religious beliefs, teachings, practices and ways of life.  
 Learn from religion 
- Pupils develop an understanding of identity, diversity, purpose, values and commitment.  

 
 
Legal Requirements 
The Education Act (1998) requires that:  
• Religious education should be taught to all pupils in full time education except for those 
withdrawn at the request of their parents.  
• Religious education should promote the “spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical 
development of pupils.”  
• The syllabus should “reflect the fact that the religious traditions in Great Britain are in the main 
Christian, while taking account of teachings and practices of other principal religions represented in 
Great Britain.”  
• The syllabus “must not be designed to convert pupils or to urge a particular religion or religious 
belief on pupils.” 



 

 

 

 

 
Roles & Responsibilities 
Teachers  
• Ensure that planning, assessment and delivery of history, geography, RE and citizenship are in line 
with the school’s humanities curriculum  
• Ensure the effective use of available resources 
 
Humanities coordinator  
• Monitor and review planning and humanities policy  
• Assess pupil attainment and progress by collecting work samples  
• Support colleagues in teaching humanities  
• Audit, allocate and update resources  
 
Head teacher & Governors  
• Maintain an overview of the humanities curriculum and guidance  
• Ensure that the policy is regularly reviewed 
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