
Wellsprings Homework Policy 
Summer 2020 
 

 
 

Wellsprings School Vision statement 
At Wellsprings Primary, we inspire creativity, high achievement and enjoyment. 

 

By expecting high standards of everyone at Wellsprings, we will make sure that: 

 Our school is a fun and exciting place to learn; 

 That we work hard on improving the ‘key skills’ for life; 

 We are confident doing things on our own and as  part of a team; 

 We continue to be proud of being part of our school and celebrating success; 

 We are safe and feel cared for. 

 
We value: We expect everyone to be: 

Working together 
The things we do out of school as 

well as in school 
Being unique- it’s good being me! 

Trusting one another 
 
Expecting the best- of 
ourselves and others 

Polite 
 

Gentle 
 

 
 

Truthful 
 

Co-operative 
 

Kind 

Introduction 

Why a policy on homework is important 

At Wellsprings School we believe our school is a community and that it is vitally important that 
everyone is safe and happy within it. We aim to provide an environment in which our children are 
secure and confident, irrespective of race, gender,religion or disability, with Equal Opportunities for 
all. 

This Homework policy is intended as a working document for all stakeholders in the school, including 
staff, parents/carers and governors.  

At Wellsprings School we recognise the importance of homework as an additional means of supporting 
children’s work in school.  Children who complete homework set on a regular basis will have covered a 
substantial amount more work by the time their schooling is over.  They will also have developed 
qualities of organisation, self motivation and self discipline.  This is of particular importance to the 
year 6 children with regard to their satisfactory transfer to secondary school, where homework is set 
as a statutory requirement.  The issue of homework is one of the biggest changes to their school life 
for the Year 6 children when they transfer to secondary school.  In order to help them we have 
introduced a home/school book for their use.   
 
It is also an opportunity for parents/carers to spend quality time with their children, helping them to 
learn, and providing an insight to parents/carers about what their child is doing in class.  To this end 
we attach importance to homework and set it and encourage it at the earliest opportunity. 
 
We appreciate feedback from parents (e.g. through questionnaires, at parent consultations) about 
homework, and also seek pupils’ views on the quality of homework through pupil questionnaires. These 
provide the school with a view of what is working and what could be improved. One area this 
consultation has improved in terms of homework at Wellsprings, is the move towards ‘project work’ 
assignments as the pupils get older. Parents (and older children) seem to appreciate these project 
tasks more than smaller-chunked tasks. 
 
What we expect at each Key stage around homework 
 
At Foundation Stage homework is set regularly around maths, phonics and handwriting practice. The 
Reception children take reading books home chosen by/with the teacher along with additional writing 
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projects from time-to-time linked to our Talk 4 Writing strategies in school. These encourage children 
to learn a story using a storymap, and children learn the story in visual form using this map, along with 
actions linked to the story. 
 
In Key Stage 1 children are encouraged to take home books to share, read and discuss from the very 
start of school and may also have new sight words to learn.  Each child has a reading log book in which 
they or their parents/carers are invited to write comments or draw pictures about the stories they 
have read.  There may also be a particular element of the story which the teacher has highlighted eg. 
predicting the ending, thinking more carefully about the characters or the setting or looking for word 
patterns etc. that they would like the children to focus on more carefully.  Parents/carers are 
encouraged to hear their children read on a daily basis.  Some children who may be having difficulties 
with letter formations or spellings also have a home school book where they are given particular 
activities to help reinforce work in school. Maths is set regularly linked to the maths topics covered in 
class for a given week. 
 
Key Stage 1 children are encouraged to find out information about certain topics, to share with their 
class and to bring in items of interest to school for discussion. 
 
At Key Stage 2, the requirements are rather more formally set.  Daily reading is still requisite and a 
love of books could be actively fostered by trips to the library with parents/carers or by the children 
being encouraged to bring in books from home to share. 
 
Children in KS1 and KS2 have spellings sent home regularly over the week to learn.  
 
Again children are encouraged to find out their own information on topics of interest to share in their 
classrooms. 
 
In KS2 children do all of the above plus a weekly homework of about 30 minutes duration.  This is most 
likely to be Maths, English or Science based but occasionally may be work to complete from topic 
based lesson.  By Year 5/6 (and in particular for Year 6 around ‘SATs booster time’) the children may 
have more homework to complete, especially where there is revision around Grammar, Punctuation 
and Spelling. They may also have assessment tasks to do at home to prepare for the test conditions 
they will sit in May when the SATs are administered. If your child is having difficulties completing 
homework, please contact your class teacher as soon as possible. Your child can be given additional 
time in school with support to complete homework if he or she is struggling with the content of the 
work. 
 
To help parents/carers support their learning out of school, Wellsprings provides support materials 
around homework as well as workshops about the work in school their child undertakes over the course 
of the year. At the beginning of the year, teachers provide an introduction to their class/Key Stage with 
a clear outline on expectations for homework (amongst other advice.)  
 
Review  

This policy will be reviewed annually in line with the school’s policy review programme. The subject 
leader is responsible for reporting to the governors’ curriculum committee about the quality of its 
implementation and its impact on standards. In the light of this, policy amendments may be made.  
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