
Wellsprings accessibility plan 
 
Wellsprings School Vision statement 

At Wellsprings Primary, we inspire creativity, high achievement and enjoyment. 
By expecting high standards of everyone at Wellsprings, we will make sure that: 
• Our school is a fun and exciting place to learn; 
• That we work hard on improving the ‘key skills’ for life; 
• We are confident doing things on our own and as part of a team; 
• We continue to be proud of being part of our school and celebrating success; 
• We are safe and feel cared for. 

 
Adapted from a template provided by the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 
3-year period covered by the plan: 2012-16 
Reviewed Autumn 2016 
 
This was originally an additional appendix to the school’s ‘Single Equality Scheme and Policy’ which has been subsumed by the Equality Policy and 
Equality statement. 
 
Introduction 
This plan sets out the proposals of the Governing Body of Wellsprings Primary School to increase access to education for disabled pupils in the three 
areas required by the planning duties in the DDA: increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum; improving the 
environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can take advantage of education and associated services; improving the 
delivery to disabled pupils of information which is provided in writing for pupils who are not disabled. 
 
It is a requirement that the school’s accessibility plan is resourced, implemented and reviewed and revised as necessary.  Attached is an action plan 
showing how the school will address the priorities identified in the plan. 
 
Starting points 
1A:  The purpose and direction of the school’s plan: vision and values 
Wellsprings’ commitment to equal opportunities is driven by the National Curriculum Inclusion statement. The school: sets suitable learning challenges; 
responds to pupils’ diverse needs; overcomes potential barriers to learning and assessment for individuals and groups of pupils. 
Wellsprings Primary School makes all children feel welcome irrespective of race, colour, creed or impairment. 



Parents/carers have been consulted upon with questionnaires provided in November of every academic year, as well as a specific questionnaire provided 
in Summer 2012 and in June 2015 as part of our AfA work around equality issues. No specific outcomes were identified although there were further 
recommendations around signage and improved communication methods for parents needed (refer to plan below.) 
Children have been consulted through the School Council as well as annual questionnaires; no significant trends have been identified although there have 
been regular requests to improve and enhance facilities on the school playground (by all users). 
 
1B:  Information from pupil data  
OFSTED (June 2012) stated that: ‘Teaching assistants and other adults offer pupils of all abilities highly effective support and guidance. They are fully aware of 
the learning goals of the individuals and groups with which they work, and plan teaching strategies closely with teachers. They are particularly successful in 
promoting the learning skills of disabled pupils and those with special educational needs by offering timely and well-judged support but never stifling their 
independence.’ 

 
Key summary points: 

 Progress has been made towards matching national comparisons; we exceed and meet floor standards at KS2 from 2012 onwards (refer to Summary 
data documents July 2012, 2013, 2014 and 2015.) 

 All year groups show an increase, measured against end-of-year outcomes. 

 The current Y4 is the lowest attaining year group at KS1; the gap in attainment compared to National Expectations has been narrowed but there will 
need to be continued effort for targeted interventions across the year group (see below) 

 Measured against last year’s like-for-like comparisons in Reading and Writing, the gap between the school’s level of attainment and the national 
outcomes has narrowed very significantly.  

 

Achievement (measure of progress over the year) has improved at KS1 and 2 

 ‘In particular, a much higher proportion of pupils are now attaining higher Level 5 performance in their work in English and mathematics.’ 

 There is an expectation that we should improve upon last year’s KS1 and 2 results- e.g. increased % of L2 readers and writers at KS1 

 Pupils were positive about their targets in maths- they enjoy moving on to more challenging problem-solving tasks at a quicker pace now 

 ‘Pupils, and children in the FS, have a very good ability to link letters and sounds in reading words, and do not hesitate to apply this when in difficulty.’ 
 

Progress in reading and phonics has been dramatic, with tracked data showing significant improvement in all key stages.  
 
2. The main priorities in the school’s plan 
2A: Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the school curriculum 
We have endeavoured to provide equality of access for all pupils. Targeted support through our intervention programmes has helped to support pupils 
with Learning Difficulties and/or Disabilities (LDD)achieve at a proportionally increased pace compared to those without interventions. 



The school has endeavoured to ensure that all pupils can access school trips whatever their capabilities physically or otherwise (e.g. wheelchair user 
access on trips with specified coaches; support for pupils with diabetes on residentials ; one-to-one support for pupils with behaviour needs on 
residentials.) 
The school has also undertaken two specific projects relating to SEN leadership programmes- Parent Pilot project to ascertain parent views (with the LA 
support) as well as undertaking the Somerset Dyslexic Friendly School status programme (refer to Appendix 1.) 
 
2B: Improving the physical environment of the school to increase the extent to which disabled pupils can take advantage of education and associated 
services : 
We have adapted the building to ensure that there is access throughout the premises for wheelchair users. Recently we fitted a ramp for easier access to 
our Reception class. There are ramp points throughout most of the school to the front and rear entry points. 
We have painted the step edges on both stairwells to ensure that users of the school with visual impairments can access points on the first floor with 
greater ease. 
We have adapted our SENCo’s room to accommodate additional equipment to support movement through safe systems of work, for those pupils with 
physical disabilities. 
We have an electric lift that provides complete access to the first-floor level. 
STC signs have been used across the school and are used as a matter of continued practice for children with LDD to support understanding. 
 
2C: Improving the delivery to disabled pupils of information that is provided in writing for pupils who are not disabled: 
Where pupils with a disability have difficulty in understanding a piece of writing formatted to accommodate a pupil without a disability, the school 
endeavours to support their understanding through- 

– Consultation with the pupil 
– Use of Somerset Total Communication symbols to explain its importance 
– Simplified text where appropriate 
– Enlarged text where appropriate 
– At SEN (and PEP) review meetings, the views of the pupils are sought to plan for programmes of work as well as to support the review process. 

 
3: Making it happen 
3A: Management, co-ordination and implementation 

Item Action Who When (by) Completed 

1 Remove grass area in car park and lay tarmac to remove obstruction for pedestrians 
and cars; provide a turning point for cars 

ML Summer 2011 Spring 2011 

2 Widen access both sides of the driveway to relieve congestion and improve visibility; 
provide signage to warn people to slow down and give way as they approach the 
school 

ML Autumn 2011 
 

Summer 2011 
 



 
Autumn 2015 

Additional work complete 
to control access on site 
(at front and rear of 
school) 

3 Provide signs within school; ensure access to key areas of the school are well directed ML Autumn 2011 Spring 2013 

4 To provide clearer signage for disabled parking; clear line demarcation needed ML/GB Summer 2011 To be re-done March 2016 

5 Provide lighting for the exterior ML/GB Summer 2011 
 
 
Summer 2014 

Front elevation completed 
Internally- improved 
lighting as complete re-fit 
Completed after revisit 
March 2015 

6 Ensure that housekeeping is well maintained- access around the corridors and in 
classes/assembly points is kept clear 

ML/GB Ongoing 
 
 
Autumn 2015 
 

 
Improved access on to the 
stage and around- 
following Fire Risk 
Assessment March 2015 
 
Completed September 
2015 

7 Additional visual prompts for key pupils with visual impairments (two children in our 
FS at present- March 13).  
 
Caretaker to provide additional visual prompts using specialist paint to demarcate 
access in FS. 
 

JW/ML with 
guidance 
from PIMMs 

Summer 2013 
 
 
Summer 2016 

Improved within the FS 
setting Summer 2013 
 
Extend into the main 
building. 

8 Improve the range of activities made available for all pupils on the main school 
playgrounds (KS1 and KS2 in particular.) 
- Training provided to lunchtime supervisors (around play opportunities) 
- School to identify quotes to improve the play areas (having had considerable 
consultation from adults and pupils alike.) 

ML/GB Summer 2013 
 
 
Autumn 2015 
 
Summer 2015 
 
 
July 2016 

Additional activities 
provided for all users. 
Playground additions on 
KS1 and KS2; improved 
access on the front KS1 
area outside the front of 
the school 
Additional equipment and 
improved access were 



provided on the KS1 and 
KS2 October 2015 

9 To continue to deploy a greater range of STC symbols across the school, beyond the 
use of visual timetables in the classroom. 
Help from the FS staff will ensure the STC symbols are consistently employed across 
school. 

ML/EPB 
 
FS stall/all 
staff 

 
 
July 2016 

Meeting in March 2016 

 
Review  
This policy will be reviewed every two years.  

Date policy was adopted December 2014 

Date of review December 2016 

Date of next review December 2018 

 
 


